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Grace Presbyterian Church                 March 6, 2022 

Psalm 91, Luke 4: 1-13, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9      Holy Communion & Lent 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“Grace, Peace and Blamelessness” 

 

Why would you ever want to be a part of a messed up church that has all 

kinds of problems? I remember some friends of mine saying they had had 

enough of issues and divided opinions. They were going to go to a church 

that was more like a New Testament church, full of the Spirit, full of life, 

whose only problems was more missions and more ministry, not this old 

Presbyterian Church. You have to remember I was a part of a congregation 

with three thousand members in those days, dozens of programmes, seven 

pastors and a teen group that had 450 members from seven local high 

schools. And yes, this was in the United States, in N. California. 

 

But the question remained in my mind, why can’t we have a church that’s 

more of a New Testament church? And perhaps, like me, you have been 

reading the New Testament for many years and have found out what that 

New Testament church looked like…in Philippi, Paul shared some of the 

verses we hold dearest to our hearts, where the peace of God which 

transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus (Philippians 4:7), but there in the same chapter he also urged Euodia 

and Syntyche to “agree with one another,” clearly because they were having 

some severe disagreements. (4:1) In Thessalonica, Paul had to encourage the 

believers to not give up their jobs because they believed Jesus was returning 

soon, to the point of asking, why should we work like unbelievers when 

Jesus is coming soon? Paul wrote, “We hear that some among you are idle. 

They are not busy, they are busybodies. Such people we command and urge 

in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat…” (2 

Thes. 4:11-12) That sounds a little bit like there were troubles in that 

congregation, doesn’t it? Then there was the church in Galatia, where the 

Jews and the Gentiles were not getting along in the congregation. Some were 

strongly telling new Christians that they must become Jews before they 

become Christians, and if they wouldn’t, they weren’t really true Christians. 

They were forcing the men, for example, to be circumcised. Paul had to 

write a whole letter to them to ask them to come back to the true Gospel and 

not fall for this Jewish Law version of Christianity. The true Gospel, the true 

message of Christianity is to accept Jesus, turn away from your sins, turn 

toward the Lord and tell others of what He has done for you, and show them 
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His love. In that letter, which has beloved passages of the fruit of the Spirit, 

in chapter 5, also has Paul in that same chapter calling those who are 

requiring circumcision “to go all the way and emasculate themselves.” (Gal. 

5:12) That was a messy church with at least one sever issue, wouldn’t you 

say? What I found by reading the New Testament was instead of the ideal 

church, a bunch of messy churches with all kinds of issues, many with no 

sense of those issues resolved during the life of the congregation. 

 

Which brings us to Corinth. Corinth in Greece was a place of drama. The 

city itself was cosmopolitan, meaning open to all kinds of the “newest” 

things. It was known for its business, its trade, being on a central trade route 

between the West (Rome) and the East (Asia Minor). It was known for the 

arts and all kinds of new spiritual expressions (idolatries). One commentator 

sensitive to his American audience* suggested thinking of New York, Los 

Angeles and Las Vegas, in a compact form. So is it surprising that the 

Corinthians wanted freedom and creatively envisioned it as “having 

anything you want?” This led to their celebrating a man having sexual 

relations with his mother in law, (1 Cor. 5:1-2) because all sexual relations 

are good, right? Freedom meant church members were taking each other to 

court to sue one another (chapter 6). There were divisions over what to eat, 

(chapter 8) what to drink or not, and who were the best teachers and leaders 

to follow, (chapter 1) which caused factions and divisions throughout the 

history of the congregation. In fact, the word “Corinth” itself was made into 

a verb or adverb in Greek suggesting it was synonymous with “immorality.” 

Perhaps this is the connection with the old Chrysler commercial where 

Ricardo Montalbán stating the interior of their luxury vehicle the New 

Yorker was filled with “fine Corinthian leather.” Even to say the word of the 

city of Corinth was to bring up illicit sexuality, almost like having a church 

sign that gave the name of the assembly as: “The Church of Immorality.” 

There was no church sign, but this was a messy place, full of divisions. 

 

So when we read that Paul established his own apostleship as from God, not 

from himself (read Acts 9) and that he was going to address what was going 

on there in Corinth, it is interesting that he uses the terms “holy” and 

“sanctified,” that is, “made holy” in reference to the Corinthian Christians. 

All that we can see in the letter is anything but holiness. So where does the 

Corinthians’ holiness come from? From Jesus, just like our own does. God 

looks at us through Jesus, and that is why we are holy, not because we are so 

 
* Gordon Fee, New International Commentary on 1 Corinthians 
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great and so gifted and so wonderful. In fact, Paul says the Corinthians are 

greatly gifted, and it is true and you can read about what he writes about 

spiritual gifts in chapter 12. And we too have spiritual gifts, enough to carry 

out Jesus’ mission here in this city. 

 

As the church planter of the Corinthian church, Paul strongly invests himself 

in these divided, messy Christians. He doesn’t shy away from their sins and 

problems. He accepts them as they are and addresses the issues one by one. 

More than that, he sees the larger perspective of God in calling them holy, 

sanctified and even “blameless.” (1: 8) How could he possibly see them as 

“blameless,” a word that means “doing no wrong,” and “free from 

responsibility for doing something bad,” “guiltless,” “innocent in all 

matters…” The Corinthians were full of sins, problems, divisions, 

challenges, and issues so how could Paul possibly say this about them? Was 

he being sarcastic, meaning the opposite of what he said? No, he was 

affirming their identity in Christ. That’s how he could call them blameless, 

because of what Christ had done for them at the Cross, affirmed in the 

Resurrection. In fact, throughout the letter he will be affirming their freedom 

in Christ, not to do whatever they want, but rather to do what Jesus wants, 

and in that place be experiencing true freedom.  

 

Paul greets them with “grace and peace” because that is what they needed 

most. And so do we. We need the gift of God, a forgiven life full of truth 

and kindness, a holy life, a sanctified life to Jesus our Master. We need 

grace, everyday. And we need peace. We need peace not only in a time of 

war and the possibility of world war. We need peace with one another and 

most of all peace with God. In God, we find the justice, the perspective, the 

freedom, the goodness, the kindness and compassion we all need. In Him, 

we have a fresh start, a new beginning. 

 

We come to Him at His table today for that fresh start, for that new 

beginning. I do not have all the answers for the messy lives and season we 

find ourselves in. Jesus does. He is faithful. (1:9) We come to Him together 

to hear Him speak about our eternal destiny in Him, not about how easy it 

will be in this life. He tells us to expect broken things from broken people. 

He tells to work on our own issues, spiritual and otherwise, because that is 

the place we have the most ability to make changes. We recognize again 

today that we cannot change others. 
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Perhaps you all know this simple fact: I do not have all the answers for our 

fellowship together in this congregation, but Jesus does. And our fellowship, 

our common bond, is found in Jesus alone. This is His church. This is His 

community. This is His organization. So I encourage us all to remember we 

exist because of His drawing us together.  

 

Jesus may release some of us from this congregation. They will be released 

not because this place is so messy or so full of problems or indecision. It is 

listening to Him that matters. And I hope we will be gracious to each one as 

they listen to the Lord. He is their master and we are not. He will also keep 

many together, and once again, it is not because we are so good and so 

wonderful, or because there are no messes or issues here, but rather because 

He cares for us in ways that we cannot care for ourselves. He is our reason 

for being, the core of our mission and ministry, the One to whom we point 

for our life and love and existence.  

 

Let me transition from the first chapter of first Corinthians to the Lent 

passage of Jesus in the desert from the Gospel of Luke, chapter 4. 

 

Dr. Luke reminds us that the students are not above the teacher. (Luke 6:40) 

Let us look at Jesus in the desolate places. He went through the forty days in 

the desert and invites us to that same place as a Lenten journey with Him. 

He invites us to not take shortcuts. Luke 4 tell us about the three temptations 

Jesus faced in the wilderness for the forty days and nights of fasting remind 

us to not take shortcuts. Fasting is to remind us that there is more to our lives 

than our meals, snacks, and treats. I can’t tell you how to fast but urge you to 

consider it, with the help of your doctor or medical professional, if needed.  

 

We trust God with our urges of many kinds. Jesus was tempted to turn the 

stone into bread, and turning stones into bread is not bad in itself. (Luke 4: 

3-4) But Jesus was showing His dependence on the Father and choosing to 

refrain from eating in that mission and calling. So the devil was trying to get 

Jesus to take a shortcut from the hunger to the fullness, from the hard season 

to the time of victory without the pain, suffering and yearning. But God is 

calling us all to go through the difficulties of this season to arrive eventually 

in His Fulfilled Kingdom that will have no end. Currently we see the 

beginnings of such a Kingdom, but then we will see Him face to face. 

 

The second temptation has the devil tempting Jesus to take the shortcut to 

becoming the king of all the kingdoms of the earth without the struggles of 
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His ministry and mission, ending in torture and death. (4: 5-8) The devil 

promises Jesus that He wouldn’t have to go through all that suffering. He 

would be giving Jesus what Adam and Eve gave to him, the kingdoms of 

this world. But again Jesus chooses to only follow His Father and not 

worship that which is not God. He does not take the shortcut to authority and 

glory through trusting the devil, because this is no shortcut but a short circuit 

of what God had planned. Only worshipping God through the wonderful and 

difficult times of this life brings God’s perspective on your life and pain. 

 

The third temptation has the devil tempting Jesus with the ultimate shortcut 

of taking His own life, that is, throwing Himself down from the highest 

point of the temple. (4: 9-12) The devil quotes Scripture that indicates God 

will protect His Son. God is the Lord of life. This is true. But the falsehood 

is in believing that taking your life will somehow have a good outcome. 

Anyone who has lost a loved one to suicide knows how big a lie this is. 

Jesus rightly quotes Scripture saying to not tempt the Lord or test Him, 

particularly by suicide.  

 

So we have a longer road ahead of us than some of us thought. The forty 

days of testing seem to go on forever. But remember it is only a season, and 

that season does end. Meanwhile, in the midst of that season, in the midst of 

Lent, we trust the Lord anew with all that we are. Don’t be tempted by the 

shortcuts. Instead, bring them to the Lord at His table. Talk to Him about 

what your fears, anxieties and concerns are. Note how your family of origin 

dealt with such fears, anxieties, angers and concerns. Ask the Lord to help 

you anew as we recommit ourselves and our congregation to the Lord.  

 

Whatever you are going through, the Lord can help and we can help. Let us 

commit our ways to the Lord and He will direct our paths. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
 


